CHAPTER X
THE DREADFUL EVENTS OF METZ

Louis urged to go to war through the intrigues of Madame de Chateau-
roux. Popularity with soldiers. She joins him at Met%. Anger of mob.
He falls ill Calls for priest. She is sent away. Queen comes. Intrigues
to make her seem ridiculous. Fury ofduchesse. Watches Louis hidden
in crowd. Louis returns to her. Terrible illness and sudden death of
duchesse. Talk of poison. Queens nightmares. Repentance of Madame
de MaUly. Unpleasant devout women.

'An ecclesiastic who was preaching before Louis XIV happened to
say during his discourse, "We are all lorn to die "Then, remembering
himself \ the poor man turned in the direction of his Monarch and,
humbly bowing, added: "Nearly all" *

^ chain of extraordinary events had led to Louis* illness
was at Metz at the head of his army. How was
Jt that a King so idle, so bored, so occupied in trifles,
had been sufficiently roused to go camping out; to acquire
popularity by braving the elements, visiting the wounded and
tasting the soldiers* soup? Madame de Chateauroux had
achieved that. By the influence of Richelieu, who in turn was
pushed by the intriguing Madame de Tencin, the proud
duchesse had been inspired to drag Louis from the infinity of
sordid nothings which surrounded him, and make him the
glorious star of his people. She wanted him to realize his
privilege as leader of a great nation. She began plaguing him
about affairs of State, the ministers, the army and Parliament,
till one day he said:
* You are killing me P